IsTheLord s Church Necessary for My Salvation?

What do New Testament Christians Believe?

Does one have to be amembe of achurch tobe saved? Today, many will answer: I don’t
think it makes much difference to which church a person belongs or whether oneisamember of any
church, just so oneis sincere.” Otherswill explain, “Yes, you haveto bein the Lord's church to
be saved, but it is an invisible, mystical something that no human knows anything about.” Still
otherswill argue, “The church doesn’t save. It isnot important for salvation. One can go to heaven
just aswell without being amember of thechurch ashe caninthechurch.” Incontrast,somebelieve
that you must be a member of the church in the New Testament if you are saved?

Keepinmindthat not all denominationsbelievethat the churchisnon-essential for salvation.
Someactually believeyou haveto beamember to be saved. One Catholic book, it says, " Any church
that does not recognize Peter asitsfoundation stoneis not the Church of Christ..." (The Faith of Our
Fathers by James Gibbons, p. 82). Thiswould exclude all otherswho say that Peter was not a pope.
M ost Baptist churches demand that baptism can only be practiced viaimmersion in water, whereas,
many Methodists hold the practice of sprinkling for baptism. Those who practice New Testament
Christianity proclaim that salvation can only be found in the Lord’ s Church, the Church of Christ.

What We Do Not Believe...

First, we do not consider ourselves morally better than all those in denominations or even
those who consider themselves Christians but are not members of adenomination. Members of the
Church of Christ can and do commit some of the same sins as others in and out of the various
denominations.

Furthermore, we are not maki ng a claim of superiority over other churches. Itisnotaclaim
to be the best denominetion. This would come across as extreme prejudice and with self-righteous
exclusiveness. Our claim isnot like a group of fans at a ball game waving giant hands chanti ng,
“We're number one! We're number one!”

Our desire is not to exclude others from Heaven or from obtaining salvation. We want all
our friends and neighbors to have salvation and enter into heaven by obedient faith.

Findly, we by no means are claiming a person has to be a member of a particular
denomination in order to be saved. To many minds, the word “church” implies a denomination.
One denomination is basically asgood as another. We claim that the Church of the New Testament
is essential to salvation. Yet at the same time, we claim that no one has to be a member of any
denomination. These two statement appear to be self contradicting and irreconcilable.

What Do We Believe...

Thefact is, we believethe Lord s Churchisnot adenomination. Itisnot madeup of various
denominations and has nothing to do with the denominations of men. The Lord bledfor and built
His Church. Never did He die for or promise to build the hundreds of denominations in existence
today. Thisiswhy we claim that you do not have to be a member of a denomination to be saved,
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but the saved are in the Church of the Lord.

Although many believe there ae many churches or denominations, we believe that thereis
only one Church and it is not divided up into various denominations. Did the early Christiansyou
read about in the book of Acts belong to various churches or denominations? NO! Why? Itis
because no denominations existed in the first centuries. Adam Clarke, a noted Methodist
commentator, wrate in his comments on Col. 4:5:

“...the church of Christ was considered an enclosure; a field, or vineyard, well hedged or
walled. Those who were not members of it were considered without; i.e. not under that
specia protection and defense which the true followers of Christ had...Asto be a Christian
was essential to the sdvation of the soul, so to be in the church of Christ was essential to
being a Christian; therefore it was concluded that * there was no salvation out of the pale of
the church.””

Even a mgor denomination’s creed, The Standard Manual for Baptist Churches, by Edward T.
Hiscox, states that there was only one church and that it was essentid for salvation:

It ismost likely that in that Apostolic age when there was but “one Lord, on faith and one
baptism,” and no differing denominations existed, the baptism of a convert by that very act
constituted him a member of the church, and at once endowed him with al the riches and
privileges of full membership. In that sense, “baptism was the door into the church.” Now
itisdifferent...

How many churches are there? Today, there are over 760 differing denominations all
claiming allegiance to Christ. The Bible plainly teaches thereis only one Church (Eph. 1:22, 23;
4:5), because Jesus established only one Church (Matt. 16:18) and only purchase onewith HisBlood
(Acts20:28). Therefore, we believe that the Church is essential to salvation. If thereisno Church,
there can be no salvation. If you are saved you are a part of the Lord’s Church. How?

The Church is Essential to Salvation
God Addsthe Saved to the Church

How isit that if oneis saved he is apart of the Lord’ s Church? God adds the saved tothe
Church.

. “And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47, NKJV).
. “And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were bang saved” (Ads
2:47, NASV).

Theword “added” here meansto “join to, to gather to any company.” Thosewho were saved
became numbered or joined with the apostles. Notice the Church did not do the adding. The Lord
is the One that added the saved. Neither did any of these 3000 who were saved on the day of
Pentecost join themselves to the Church. God did the saving and God did the joining.

Furthermore, God adds people to the Church as soon as they are saved. He is perfect.
Therefore, He makes no mistakes in His record-keeping. No soul is added who is not saved. He
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does not fail to add anyone whoistruly saved. God does not fall weeks or months behind. He does
thisjob daily. Toassumethat one can be saved out of the Church istoassume that one can be saved
without the Lord knowingit. To be saved andjoinyourself tothe Church of your choiceisinsolent.
God does the saving, and God hasthe right to jointo the Church of Hischoice. Y ou have no choice
in the matter. After all, you did not send your son to die for and establish a Church (Acts 20:28).

The Saved Arein the Church

On the day of Pentecost when the Church was established, those who were being saved by
the Lord did not stand around wondering, “Which church should | join?” They joined no Church.
The Lord added or joined them to “the church.” If oneissaved, heisjoined by God to the Church,
and thus, it is superfluous and nonsensical to argue about which Church he could join. The saved
arein the Church. None of the saved are outside of the Church. There was only one Church to be
joined to by God. It was God' s choiceas to which Church He joined the saved. Therefore, all the
saved have been added to the Church of Jesus Christ from the moment they are saved.

No record existsof anybody being saved outside of Church. To beaChristian, to be saved,
to be amember of Christ’s Church, are all the samething. All true believerswere added to the Lord
by God: “And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women”
(Acts 5:14).

The Church Does Not Save

The American Standard Version says God added “...those that were saved.” Therefore, the
Church does not do the saving. The Church Is the saved. It is the recipient of saved, not the
dispenser of salvation. The Roman Catholic Church believes that is has the right to dispense
salvation to men or even withhold salvation. However, the Church isthe saved, not the Savior. The
Son of God is the Savior of the Church (Eph. 5:23). One does not become a member of any
denomination or even the Church we read about in the New Testament to be saved. Instead, if they
are saved, they are at that point added or joined by God to the Church of the New Testamert.

Baptism Saves and Puts Oneinto the Church

If God adds aperson to “the Church” at moment of hissalvation, at what point isone saved?
God haschosenavery simple mechanismfor man to gain entranceinto His Church. That mechanism
is baptism. On the day of Pentecost, the people interrupted Peter’ s preaching to ask, “*Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said to them, * Repent, and | et every one of you be baptized
inthe name of Jesus Christ for theremissionof sins'” (Acts2:37,38). Atthepointintimethey were
baptized their sins were remitted. Remission of sinsis the same as being saved.

Thereisno evidence in the New Testament wereoneis saved and laer baptized in order to
joinaChurch of hischoice. Rather oneis saved at the moment he is baptized and at that point, he
is also added or baptized into the Church. “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body
whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free and have dl been made to drink into one Spirit” (1
Cor. 12:13). No one can be saved unless he is baptized into the Church, that is, the Body of Christ
(Eph. 1:22,23, 4:3-5).

The Saved Are Not Added to a Denomination

Again, God never added anyone to a denomination when he was saved. Not a singe
denominationwasin existenceat thetime. Any attempt to separae or divide Christiansinto separate
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religious denominations wasmet with strong rebuke by theL ord’ s apostles (1 Cor. 1:10-13). None
of the apostles ever joined a denomination, created adenomination or even added a single soul to
adenomination. God addsall the saved to “the church” (Acts2:47). Thereareno saved soulsto be
added to adenomination. If “the church” contains all the saved added by God, and adenomination
does not contain all the saved, it stands to reason that no denomination is the Church of the New
Testament.

Denominations Do Not Save

Even the staunchest supporters of denominations concede that one can be saved outside of
adenomination or all thedenominations. Sincethisisso, why have denominations? Division upon
division- -what’ sit good for? Infact, not only aredenominationsnon-essential to salvation, aperson
cannot be saved in a denomination.

The Churchweread about inthe New Testament isnot adenomination; itisnot the sum total
of all the denominations; and it has nothing whatever to do with denominations. No denomination
isrequired. No denomination iscommanded. No denomination is permitted. Denominationalismis
sinful. Jesusprayed that al His disciples be one as He and the Father have oneness (Jn. 17:20,21).
Paul pleaded that there be no religious divisions among the Church, but that all believers are to be
like-minded (1 Cor. 1:10-13). Denominationalism is characterized by its division, while New
Testament Christianity is characterized by itsunity. Thereis“onebody” (Eph. 4:3-6) “whichisthe
church” (Eph. 1:22,23).

In summary, God adds the saved to “the church.” All the saved are in “the church.” The
Church does not save, but “the church” is composed of al those who have been saved. It is at the
point of being baptized “for the remission of sins’ that one is saved and thus added by God to “the
church.” The saved are not added to a denomination. No denomination is essential to salvation.
However, the Church is essential to salvation, because God adds all the saved to the Church.

At this point, you may still being asking, “Where is the passage that says one must be a
member of the Church of Christ to be saved?’ It isfound in Ephesians 5:23: “For the husband is
head of the wife, asdso Christ ishead of the church; and Heisthe Savior of the body.” Again, “the
body” isthe Church. To be saved outside the Church isto be saved without a Savior.

In Christ & In the Church

For more than ayear, alittle old cleaning woman, who lived on the wrong side of the tracks
had been trying to join afashionable downtown church. The preacher was not eager to have a seedy
looking person in faded, out-of-style clothes sitting in a pew next to his rich members. When she
called for the fifth time to discuss membership, he put her off for thefifth time. "I tell you what,"
said the preacher, "you just go home tonight and have atalk with God about it. Later you can tell
mewhat Hesaid." The poor woman went her way. Weeks moved into months. The preacher saw
no more of her, and his conscience did hurt a little. Then one day he encountered her scrubbing
floorsin an office building, and felt impelled to inquire, "Did you have your little talk with God,
Mrs. Washington?' heasked. "Oh, my yes," she said, "I talked with God asyou suggested.” "Ah,
and what answer did He give you?' asked the preacher. "Well, Preacher," she said as she pushed
back awisp of stringy hair with a sudsy hand, "God said for me not to get discouraged, but to keep
trying. He said that He Himself had been trying to get into your church for 20 years, with no more
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success than | have had."
__Unknown viaPULPIT HELPS, Sept., 1990

How to obtain membershipinaparticul ar church variesfrom denomination to denomination.
However, to be apart of the Lord’ s Church has never changed in two thousand years. God addsthe
saved to the Church at the same moment they are saved (Acts 2:47). God is not a respecter of
persons. It doesnot matter if you arerich or poor, educated or ignorant, young or old, etc. God will
add you to the church when you are saved.

[f In Christ, Then In The Church

At the point one isbaptized for the remissionof sins heis saved, and God adds the saved to
the Church (Acts2:47). Likewise, when oneisbaptized heisin Christ and putson Christ (Gal. 3:27).
Paul said the Christians in Thessalonica were in Christ and God and constituted the Church (I
Thess. 1:1). Who could deny that salvationisin Christ (2 Tim. 2:10)? Therefore, those enjoying the
salvationin Christ are those in the Church of Christ. It is unfeasible to detach salvation from the
Church since salvation isin Christ. To be in Christ means to be in the church, then salvation must
be in the Church.

Conversely, to be out of the Church meansto be out of Christ. Can one be saved outside of
the Church? Only if he can be saved apart from Christ, for “He is the Savior of the body” (Eph.
5:23). How isit possible to be saved without a Savior? Can anyone save themselves?

All Spiritual BlessingsArein Christ

Where are all spiritual blessings (Eph. 1:3)? Where are al promises (2 Cor. 1:20)? Where
isthe blood, the forgveness of sinsfound (Eph. 1:6-7)? Where must one be to have an inheritance
(Eph. 1: 11)? Wherearethose saved by grace created (Eph. 2:8 11)? Whereissanctification (1 Cor.
1:2)? Where isredemption (Col. 1:14)? Where isthere no condemnaion (Rom. 81)? Where do
we become new creatures (2 Cor. 5:17)? Where is the "prize of the high caling” (Phil. 3:14)?
Where do men die blessed (Rev. 14:13)? If you said “in Christ,” then you are correct. All these
things are found in Christ. Apart from Christ, not one of these blessings can be found. The New
Testament is a vast catalog of the various spiritual blessings that can befound in Christ (2 Tim
2:10).

Y ou should take careful note of Ephesians 1:3: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed uswith every spiritual blessing in the heavenly placesin Christ.” The
term “heavenly places’ isfoundfivetimesin Ephesians and refersto the Church, the gloriousbride
of Christ. Therefore, all spiritual blessingsare found in Christ and in Hisbride or Church. Canyou
name one spiritual blessingthat is not in Christ? Can you name one spiritual blessing that cannot
be found in the Church? To be in Christ is to be in the Church and to have all these spiritua
blessings. Who could now arguethat the Church isnot important and non-essential to our salvation?
Can we be saved without the spiritual blessings found in Christ and His Church?

The Church Isthe Fullness of Christ

Which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at Hisright
hand in the heavenly places, far above al principality and powe and might and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. And He put all
things under Hisfeet, and gaveHim to be head over all thingsto the church, whichisHisbody, the
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fullness of Him whofillsall in al (Eph. 1:20-23).

If the Church isthe fullness of Christ and salvation isin Christ, how could one be saved out
of the Church? How isit the Church is non-essential or unimportant? The churchisfilled with the
fullness of God by Christ (Eph. 3:19). It isto grow up into the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13,16).
Christ isthe Head, but ahead must have abody. Christ isthe bridegroom, but a Bridegroom must
have a bride. Just as a body completes or fulfills the Head and a bride completes or fulfills the
Bridegroom, the Church is the fullness of Christ. The Church is necessary for the completion of
Christ and the plan of salvation.

Redemption, Justification, Reconciliation & Sanctification

The familiar Biblical terms redemption, justification, reconciliation and sanctification are
found throughout the epistl es of the New Testament. They have several thingsin common: 1) they
expressdifferent aspects of our sdvation; 2) they can only befound in Christ; and 3) they are found
in His church.

Redemption

Theideabehind redemption is*to buy back” or to recover something. To redeem acoupon
for itsredemption value you must go to the storeand useit toward the purchaseof the specifieditem.
If itis50 cents off a particular box of cereal, then you will have redeemed the coupon at the time of
purchase.

Man hassinned. The cost of sinisdeath or hisblood. To redeem usfrom under the penalty
of death, blood had to be shed in our place. God does not remit sinswithout the shedding of blood
(Heb. 9:22). “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins’ (Heb.
10:4). So wedid not haveto pay the price of our redemption ourselves, God sent His Sonto diefor
us. “In Himwe have redemption through His blood, theforgiveness of sins, according to theriches
of Hisgrace” (Eph. 1:7; cf. Matt. 26:28). We are redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ” (1
Pet. 1:18-19).

Not only did God redeem our souls from sin through the blood of Christ, but Christ
purchased the Church with His blood. "...the church of God which He purchased with His own
blood” (Acts20:28). Theblood of Christ isinthe Church, and toclaimto be saved out of the Church
isto claim to be saved without the Blood of Christ.

Paul said to the members of the Church at Corinth, “Y eare not your own; for ye were bought
withaprice” (1 Cor. 6:19,20). Sowhen Christ bought you, Hebought the church. Collectively, He
purchased the Church - His People. For example, | have alibrary of books which | collected one
book a atime. Yet, | sill purchased thelibrary.

Christ purchased the Church with His own Blood (Acts 20:28). Why did Jesus shed His
Blood for it, if man can be saved without it? The precious blood of Christ ismeaninglessif one can
be saved outside the Lord’ s Church because of his own goodness Just think how prepogerous it
makes God to seem when aman says he can be saved outside of the Church? God has paid thelife
of His Son for that which is hon-essential and unnecessary. It isequal to attributing God with being
an unmerciful monster who used Christ’ sBlood to purchase a usel essand unnecessary institution.

Justification
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The word justify meansto deem to be right, and justification is the state of being acquitted
of on€’' ssins. Thisisnot adeclaration of innocence, but having donetheright things or met theright
conditions to be decl ared right or just before God.

A sinner must be justified to be saved (Rom. 3:23-24). Those whom God has called are
justified (Rom. 8:30). The called arein the body (Col. 3:15). The Body isthe Church (Col. 1:18).
Therefore, the justified are in the Church.

Justification is made possible by the Bload of Christ. “Much more then, having now been
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him” (Rom. 5:9). The Church is
purchased by the Blood of Christ. Thus, those in the church are those who are justified.

Reconciliation

When oneisreconciled, heismadefriendsagai nwith the one he hasbecome estranged from.
Spiritud ly, we have become enemies of God by way of our love of thisworld and fellowship with
darkness(Js. 4:4). Reconciliation meanswe have been placed back into astate of acceptability with
God. We have been made friends again with our Creator.

The one who made the reunion possible is God’ s Son, Jesus Christ. Recondliationisin or
by Christ. “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and
has given usthe ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God wasin Christ reconciling theworld to
Himself, not imputing their trespassesto them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation”
(2 Cor. 5:18,19). Threethings are clearly stated: 1) God is reconciling us unto Himself by Christ;
2) He does not impute the trespasses unto those who are reconciled; and 3) thisis done by theword
of reconciliation.

Where are those who are reconciled? They are in Christ. But arethey in the Church or out?
Reconciliationisinthe Body of Church: *and that He might reconcilethem bothto God in one body
through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:16). It isadmitted that man must be
reconciled to God to be saved. Reconciliation unto God isin the Body or Church. Therefore, man
must be in the Church to be saved. Paul is not saying that we're reconciled to God by the Church,
but inthe Church. Outside the Body thereisno reconciliation. Reconciliation isinthe Body. So,
can one bereconciled and not bein the Church? Can one be saved without reconciliation? A person
might as well argue that one can be saved or reconciled apart from Christ or be reconciled outside
of Christ. God has no friends apart from those in Christ and in the Church.

Sanctification

To be sanctified meansto be holy, cleansed, rel eased from sin, and set apart from sininto the
service of God. We have been sanctified by the Blood of Christ: “By that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb. 10:10). Christ has
sanctified the Bride (His Church), “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ dso loved the church
and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and deanse it with the washing of water by the
word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27).

How did Christ cleanse or wash the Church? Paul had his sinswashed away when he obeyed
theinstruction of baptism (Acts 22:16). Theway one becomes a member of the Church isexactly
the sameway oneissanctified, born again, reconaled to God, and entersinto Christ through having
his sins washed away in baptism. Thosesanctified arein the Church (1 Cor. 1:2). If you areinthe
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Church it means you are being sanctified. Can one be saved outside the Church? Can people be
saved without sanctification?

Akintotheterm sanctified istheword saint. When asinner issandified he becomesasaint.
The church ismade up of saints, not alien sinners. Consider the significance of the following dhart:

Saints Church
“The saints...at Ephesus’ Eph. 1:1 “The church of Ephesus’ Rev. 2:1
“The saints...at Philippi” Phil. 1:1 “no church...but ye only” Phil. 4:15
“Thy saints at Jerusalem” Ac. 9:13 “The church...at Jerusalem” Ac.8:1
“Churches of the Saints” 1 Cor. 14:33 “Churches of Christ” Rom. 16:16

Thesaints, theindividually sanctified ones, comprise the Church of Christ in the specified location.

Christ sanctified, or set apart, the Church. But justwhat did Hesandtify? A denomination?

No; He sanctified the Church we read about in the New Testament, the oneHe bled and died for and
the one He built.

The Redeemed are in Christ and in the Church. Those justified through Christ are in the
church. Those who have been reconciled through Christ are in the Church. The saints who have
been sanctified “with the washing of water by the word” make up the Church. Redemption,
justification, reconciliation, and sanctification are all termsused to describe the various aspects of
our salvation. They are all necessary for salvation and the Church. Therefore, to say that salvation

isonly in the Church is no more than to say that salvation isonlyin Christ.
— by Daniel R. V ess
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