Cremation isNot a Cure

It would not be exactly accurate to say tha | would rather die than go to the doctor, but the
only doctor | would prefer to seeisthe one that signs my death certificate. Perhaps, | have a good
reason for my MD phobia. Within thefirst two years of marriage | came down with anillness. The
only real symptoms were fatigue anda slight fever that came on every aftemoon. After two weeks
of this my wife made an appointment with a doctor for me. Now, | really didn’t want to go. My
main argument was money. Asayoung preacher withlimited funds and no health insurancel just
could not afford to go to the doctor every time | did not feel well.

Well, the doctor was an old gruff character who actedlike he didn’t want to see me anymore
than | wanted to see him. After avery quick exam| was sent for blood work. Then| waited for over
an hour for theresults. A nurseled meto hisoffice. Hisattitude and demeanor were just the same.
“Well, | have some good news and some bad news. Y ou have avirus and thereisn’'t athing in the
world 1 can dofor you except maybe cremateyou.” | told | would passon the cremation. 1t sounded
like the cure was worse than the cold. He did go on to explain that antibiotics did not help with
regard to avirus. Although most doctors would give you a prescription for them knowing they
would be superfluous, yet he would not.

A few years before, | had another illness. Strange bumps were on my tongue and in my
mouth and spotson my feet. Again, after acouple of weeks my wife made me an appointment with
adoctor againstmy protests. After aquick look hesaid | had wha was equivalent tohoof and mouth
disease (if you know me well it is more accurate to say “foot in mouth” disease). Whatever it was
itwasavirus. He gave metwo prescriptions. | inquired asto whatthey werefor. He said, “thefirst
prescription is for pain and discomfort. The other isalow grade antibiotic.” Since | didn’'t have
much money to spend on medicine | suggested tha | did not need the pain medicine and asked if the
antibioticswould curethevirus. Thedoctor informed methat it would not. “Why should | t&keit?’
He responded, “ Just in case you develop an infection, but | serious doubt you will.” *So, why give
me a prescription that will not cure me and | most likely will not need,” | inquired. “If | don't gve
peopleaprescription when they comesee methey think | am not doingthem any good. Most people
want aprescription whether they need it or not. It's up to you whether you get the medicine or not,”
was hisreply. Well, those two pieces of paper went into thetrash and in acouple of days|waswell.

Thefact is, most illnesses don’'t need a fancy or expensive remedy. God has designed the
body to heal itself in many cases. However, God did not design the soul to heal itself. You must
have a remedy for it. That is why He sent His Son to come and die upon the cross. The only
solution for the sin plagued soul is the saving Blood of Christ. It alone can wash away sin.

Let usjust suppose for amoment that the medicine prescribed was absolutely essential for
my cure andrecovery. Let usassumethe disease | had was lethal. If the doctor did not tell me he
would be not only apoor doctor but responsiblefor my death. On the othe hand if hedid inform me
and | just threw away or ignored the prescri ption than | alone would be responsible for my death.
Most would agreethat my actionswould be carelessand foolish. Spiritually speaking thosewho are
living in sin must be warned. God told Ezekiel, "When | say to the wicked, Y ou shall surely die;’
and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save hislife,
that same wicked man shall dieinhisiniquity; but hisblood | will requireat your hand. Y et, if you
warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die
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in hisiniquity; but you have delivered your soul” (Ezek. 3:18,19).

Today many peoplehavetheir livestroubled withtheguilt and painsof sin. Theyaresinsick
and often miserable. They ignoreand toleratetheir worseningcondition. They look for any remedy,
except the one God has provided. They hate going to church. They avoid the preaching of the
Gospel. The only preacher they would rather see is the one preaching their funeral. Only through
obedienceto the Gospel can they have anew life (Rom. 6:3f). No one else but Jesuscan save them
(Acts 4:12).

Now isthetimeto act. If you had terminal cance and someone told you where to obtain a
free once and for all and immediate cure, what would you do? How long would you wait? What
sacrifices might you make? How far would you be willing to travel? What habits would you be
willing to give up? Friends, morethan your physical lifeisat stake. Your eternal soul isin jeopardy.

Oneday the offer for acurewill be withdrawn. It will betoo late. Judgment Day will come
and all men will be judged by God’'s Remedy (His Son, Jesus Christ) whom you rejected or
neglected. The only thing that He will be able to do for your sin sick soul is cremate you. “And
anyone not found written in the Book of Lifewas cast into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). "But the
cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorceres, idolaters, and all liars
shall havetheir part inthelakewhich burnswith fire and brimstone, which isthe second death” (Rev
21:8). Remember: cremation is not a cure.

- Daniel R. Vess, The Forum, May 27, 2007
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